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Introduction 
 
This Special Airworthiness Information 
Bulletin alerts you, possible owners and 
operators of Aero Accessories, Inc. (Tempest) 
new production or overhauled dry vacuum 
pumps, of the need to replace certain units.  
These vacuum pumps are used on Cessna 
model A185E, A185F, A188A, A188B, 
U206B, U206C, U206D, U206E, U206F, 
U206G, 207, 207A, 210K, 210L, 210M, 210N, 
210R, 404, 411, 411A, 421, 421A, 421B, and 
421C; Twin Commander (formerly Aero 
Commander) model 685 airplanes. 
 
Background 
 
We have received information that vacuum 
pumps that Aero Accessories, Inc. 
manufactured or overhauled under their brand 
name, Tempest, may not meet acceptable 
standards.  These pumps are identified as 
model number AA3216CW (new pumps) and 
overhauled Airborne model 216CW.  These 
pumps may fail prematurely.  There have been 
30 reports of premature failure of these pumps.  
 
Aero Accessories, Inc. (Tempest) vacuum 
pumps were supplied as new units, model 
AA3216CW (S/Ns N31670 through N34175 
inclusive except S/N N33994), and overhauled 
Airborne model 216CW (S/Ns 36735 through 
40087 inclusive except S/Ns 34865, 38506, 
36510, 38512 through 38514, 38516, 38517, 
39509, 39965 through39972 and 40003 through 
40020). 

Aero Accessories has issued Service Bulletin 
(SB), SB-003 dated September 14, 2005 
(attached).  The SB specifies that you are not to 
operator the aircraft in instrument 
meteorological conditions until you replace any 
installed suspect pump with a serviceable unit.  
SB-003 also specifies that suspect pumps may 
be operated for up to 10 hours or 60 days, from 
September 14, 2005 (the date of SB-003) in 
visual meteorological conditions where reliance 
on vacuum powered flight instruments is not 
required. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Based on currently available information, we 
only recommend the actions of SB-003.  
However, we will continue this investigation 
and we may determine that additional action, 
such as issuance of an airworthiness directive is 
necessary based on analysis of new 
information. 
 
We highly recommend replacing suspect 
vacuum pumps in accordance with the schedule 
described above and in Aero Accessories, Inc. 
SB-003. 
 
For Further Information Contact 
 
Jerry Robinette, Aerospace Engineer, Atlanta 
Aircraft Certification Office, FAA Small 
Airplane Directorate, 1895 Phoenix Boulevard, 
One Crown Center, Suite 450, Atlanta, GA 
30349; phone (770) 703-6096, fax (770) 703-
6097, email: jerry.robinette@faa.gov. 








